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®  Theophyl. Bulg. In Matth., in PG 123: 469 C.

" Theophyl. Bulg. In Luc., in PG 123:1108 A.
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! Theophyl. Bulg. In lo., in PG 123:1164 CD-1165 A.

12 0b. 8oy, Gr. Nyss. V. M. 2, 163 sqq. Danielou.
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' 0b. 85y, Ath. Exsp. Ps. 96. 96, in PG 27, col. 417 B.
15 ob. 059, Gr. Nyss. V. M. 2, 169 Danielou.

' Dion. Ar. Myst.1, 1 ob. ©gdmm 93036530.

17 0b. 059, Eus. Caes. Ps. 96, in PG 23, col. 1228 A.

'8 seoebos 8. 13, 21-%y.

1 Or. Fr. in Ps. 96, 2-4.

» Or. Exc. in Ps. 17,in PG 17, col. 112 C.
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001159005350 030Ls, HMA LobgEMs Abogligds GBoMsgl Loabgdls MOl goblibgzsgzgdsl.
35(3539(950s... 56 bol  LsbmyomE  JobofizEmdls 0dsl, sz bs  ogbsls
g4m39@dbO03  EIBSOMWO... bowe  3595399sbds  Dgbms  MM™3IP0EB  sG0l
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2 Theophyl. Bulg. In Matth., in PG 123: 472 D.
% Theophyl. Bulg. In Marc., in PG 123: 672 CD.
¢ Theophyl. Bulg. In Luc., in PG 123:1108 AB.
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50 0LMgEOL dgo EOLILOEIOLSMZOL A9BJM39doOLY. BoxGd
89935305 8500 5BMYO0, G2 LY36WIL VLYY dzgwo s@-
®Jdol 3000b30LsL (Enl Tf) dvayvdoel) 03039 LsdwEOZgwo 3305 do-
6039w 50,2¢ GMIgEoE JOobGHIL Joge AsbJoM3gds: MoEASH
©EI30EIC ©JIRY, HMEILE dmby 0300bgds, LEdYZILO
5©93L 8500 YL, bargrm, HxEgLsg 3o d00dszs [3wo] Ygwo-
15396, [gb] LedOZgo ImodstEggds (Tepropeiton TO KaAvppa) (2
3M6. 3,13-16). ¢x5¢00 30 5MH0L Lo, bmwm, bowsag Lwywos Mg-
@oby, 0530LMBWdss. B39b 30 yzgmsbo, 2o6dmM3z0mo doMols-
bom ™I 53Lsbsgm byMZLogzom MRl OEIdsL, 08539 boGoE
239M00530L5bgd0 OEIBOPID OEIDIE, OMAMOF YBIEO-bv)-
@ob596” (2 3me. 3,17-18).

B339’ 53 3580 LoddmEMo 360d3zbgemds 593, g0-
650056 09050100905 odmU. 34,34-35-15, Loog LovgdsM0s 005Dy,
I Imbgl Lobg 03gOHomsb Lord®mol 89w, Lobsl dmosb
308 oxdom (HMIWgdBYE S0 36905 ghges) Rsdmbgerols 9go-
©99 3960 dmwo ogm. dolo 0gMHoo d9dobgdme dmddgmsmazols
039Mm0L 6500943500L 953990l G909y Imbigd LedwIMHZzgEo -
0™ Lobgbyg. 5809M06, ML FMBY PIGONMD 35615 3Md-
9, 0blbos LsdMEM39wlL (Tepmpeito TO KAvpua), bragwem dobs 890-
99, ™53 39013995 bl WdgMmol Lo@yzgdl, oligg 0xBsE3-

% BoobBgmgLems, 5006036mb, GMI om0 dmsfdogml 2 gmé. 3,14-0L émt i
avoyvaoel (,300b30L0L%)  3oIMGBowo 5dal HMYMOE ,Lo30mbsgz0”  (,,08039
L5390 b530MbIZLS T Bgs IgEols Txwyeobsls 309l S0 EMIESE™),
653 000o0sbmdsdo  dzgo  v0mgdol  B0bssMLOL  ORIGMXIMBSI®  F0YIVS
0¥1©939MM30L. HMAMO3 BsbL, 53 5000l MMRTBOLOL 00 0MZocoLFobydl
30ngdols’  35GGOLA0ZM  0bGHIM3MYBHE0oLeE  dobws  FoBowol  bmdizoge
393005Q.
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Q5 Lobgl (350mb. 34: 29-35). 353¢qLamgol Ladwezgero’ Loddm-
MO 35390000 BogsM390s A90J5M3905000 OEIJIOLS, MMIEol
©obsbgsi 96 doerydm gdcsgEgdlL, MoYb, sMLgdoms, gl Lo-
039000 T MDY F9IRIMGIM0, OMIgEoE BmodsM(33909
73e0ls396 3w1wols doggggolsb. ™

2409mUb. 34, 29-35-%9 ©oy®bmdom s 3MMobmgwms dodstm
353l 99-2 930LGHMMgL 35035oLHobgdom 2sbloBOIMmIZL M-
09969 05300L ,,boHgolgddo* dzgeo s Sbowo smMJdol MMmogM-
30050mmgosL. 3gMIm, 2 3m6. 3,16-0l Tglsdsdols, sl boodge-
9o 593L, O™ ,,6500go, HMBgeErog dmbgl Ll goshbs, dogMsd
QR3O0 0gm 3580 LsdO39wom, JHobEBHIL IMLgEsLmLb 9M-
05 5903505, HMES LEdMMZgEo Bsdmoblibs (Teplarpedévtog Tod
KOAOPHOATOS) 9 00950506md0m bowmemo gobs ol bLoggmgqgdo,

¢« 30

OHIol BOOMLsE 0bsbogws F9gMHowo™. ™ m®moagbglomsb, Mm-
3MOG 369530, LBIdYOZIO-3ow g’ FYHOIBMONWIE IO
50mddol BoduGoE 4903905, MMIgEoE, 59@IbsE, SEGYMOONIEn
0b@gH3Mm935305L 99399g0sM9ds. JMoLEGH0BwME 3960396933 03500
kaAoppo-b bLEmOgo gl goggds 0dbs domadmero, 96wy Hmymes
$dobgos fgMowob Lodyzgools, HmIwgdoE Bo6a39b dob Lo
LoBOOLL. 390MT9b9g3EHOL Fobsbo LfimMmgw 99 GH9JuEOL Jowds Lo%b-

¥ 0b. 51939 0939: »--3oBELOYOMYBOMs FJI>G0FHFdOLIMS FotrmE0bIPD Msgms
0L Ygaageobs 30dsMo gmbgdols 3ozmabs §obsdy dGmMOLs. bmwm v3w990v) sGL
BN LobsMgdsagly Bwgbo, Fodfydgmwms dom TmMol Ol IO,
HM0g0s60-00 0IgOHMTH 530l brgEwobsms swgdMmIBs fmbgdsbo MGFIMbmos-
6o, Goomo 55 2odmdcfyob-gl dom bsmgwo 0go bobsMgdols ©oEIdOLS
JOHobEBILO, HMIGE0-030 SOU bo@o WIOMOLY MHOE30Ls. MSTIMYY 3OS M) MSZMS
0gbms 3§500a90m, 96599 JMOLGHILS 0gbMl, MBSWLY; bmwm mogms Bwgboms
dmbo mggbs ogbmebozgl. odgomy) ©dgMHmdsh, HMIgedsh mgms 3bgaoboysh
Boongeo 4o9mdGfiyobzqdo, GMIgEdsh odms dMfYobzs ymwwms obs Bmgbms,
396LsBomgdgms  Ig3bogMgdols  ©oEgdoLs IGMOLs obsdg 3oLy  oglv
JOHobEBILLY (2 M. 4,3-5).

* Orig. De Pr. 4,1, 6, p. 282 Crouzel / Simonetti.
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390l dmzomgdsl (kakbupotog Teptaipeoty).”

Lsdo BHYMIobol — KAV, KOTATETOGHO, TAPATETAGHA — “MMO-
963985390 Mds I, DBMYSIE, FJBsM0EJOOL boxsMm3zgEOl
2395HZ00m 5530560l gobsmEgdol JOHoLE0bmo Lsboldy-
AY39w905 390250 0L FoMdmbPgbowro 3500 EOEMLL: 396-
dm, ,,.bMoffdool globgd™ GHEMsd@o@Gdo sl dm3ysgl 2 3m6. 3,
14-17 oo 8990099 3963560 gdsb M0ogL:

,,00L 533MdL 5F0m? 085, HMA ol, 3063 SLMUL (BsfgMols) dotGHog
2350DM9dsbg BIMHgds s OXMolL L3OM3MPMBNG ©I(335DY
9gm36@9ds, momdml Momsg 3Mg@LId3gwom (Tapametdopatt) 5J3u
L53MIM0 AW  IROMEo (ovykekdivmTor) Sumb (bshgMol)
09100965 353900L godm. s gl MO, Mo G 0Eol, Mmd
Lxwgemob bbguyyangd®ogo ©s3e JMobGgl dmbgeroom 2sbdsdm3zgds,
MEgbsg Fobslisbgbo, ©sdMmEML, 245MEs0ddbgb F98ds6Mr0¢9ds.
596 94805 sd3Mgdo dBol [5]0mligerolsl. vddmdl GHxwero
5 Hobsbfo®dgdyzgwrgdo ©dsb, MHm©Lsg 3odmBbgds F9dds-
M0@9ds. Mo 0dds Mbs, 30633 Fgderm HxMerol LsbMHobol Low-
63900 99305, O SLMLASL [sGLYdMOo] sMBOEbIEOL MmAme3
Mo0d3 309GLIBAYEOL (Katanétacua) oblboo sdmmmddgams
30pbom 508mBgbs, 36 F03dods Tmbgl, Mgl IGH™ME Lo-
MOMOLOL 0bLBoS LOdYMZ9EL (T0 KEAVUUA) S 1935 d00d39-
@5 ML LyeErolbszgh. sbg M™I, dmbgl 3omolabgbg LsdMM3g-

*! Gr. Nyss. In Cant., Prol. 6,6,11 (1.100, 17-19 Diinzl).
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Lo bgds dmbgbo, HMIGEbog 300l godmawobgdol 4sdm doMo-
Lobg 3Jmbs 9bEOWIdMED. MHMYMEOSEIE 0L, Mog 3390000 G3g-
6900l 239Mom dggl, goMdgdm oM3mOWo 6509d0LoYsb Mozs-
O3 BIMOEEYDY, SB939 0, 3065 bsmwow F3MgEHL beofidos,
oo EOEIOOLOYRID FoMH0LOLYdS 085, B3 MBOHM Bosmgwroy,
239653MFYobgdl o amaml Lwerofidooldogo  F93dsMo@gdom
HMAMOE MOM3 Boomerom.

9936006530, H™A LodwyMH3geoby’ s sbg3zg Bolerols’ dg@Eogm-
Mo 203905, OHMaMOE F95M0EJOOL ITFIMZIMS, J0MEOYO
930690 (XI b) 9300089 dmofobgeol, GmamME Jos®mnggums
396856509d@0ol, ©035(e0ol 2obloBOZMOLLL godmoygbs, Gmg-
bog 0d39, MMA 856 “dg3mgd0Ls 080 LLdMHZgEo FmbAsMEWS QM-
690530256 Bmgboms; 5 30MMES MYTsd IMMOZ-4obsmEgdmn-
006 930bg06g 0g0 Boligro MyMEEoL3dmdoLse AsB3Js@s Lryeols-
296 Bmqbolis®.33

BodMH39mb’ 935300609000 LsobEHgMalim 3sbo:gdL 3bgg-
300 5303008 NbHYWGdSTo ,396dms 350034, VodmMz9gEe©’
JoOonm  »sMydsbdo dmbligbogdmos 0wY3gEms  GHodaMdo
$00omadosl LoxgsMzguo, GmIwomss bmMaw 8gmdmbagm,
23m3Mogxgol dobgoz0m, ©s30bgzol doBbom JholEBg s Mol

32 Bas. Caes. De Spir. 21, 52, p. 208209 Pruche.

3 5B@sdg 1968, 108.

* gliggm—93m9d SLbGOL MbDHYds “asbdms Jgsdo, GMIGWOE, SGVNWOEE
05Mm360s  FooBbgzs (56030569  Tg-11  b-0Ls), oMol  EFbmgmgdob™
0060530bge 6mlbsl (9g—-17 b) 543 @sOHMMEo 30 (0b. JMGE030dY, 305w
2007, 5-41).
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b yeoobols, HA0sbs-HIosmsls. o 300056M3s 2sdmIs dFmdsa
3053 gLgsb, Goams XMsMULSEE | JOobBg, LGSR Fgz0glL
39960560 &odoMls s 533500qL L 5 d 9 O 3 9 ¢ 0 030 LszMMmbyz-
@obs Fom0bogsb, HM@Igelbs godws ,Hdos-fdoomsn®. Ggdmbigls
0SLOHMBOMS JMHOLEHJLS MLsJEMma 00. Juegod F93a3560, Modgorv
30MdsbLY sl fAosls fdoomabs Lvowdma WBMmoboe oym.
Q5 503509L LsdmlgEo s JMoLEJLs Fgdmbigl. dogmomysh gsbg-
865 350 150 © 99 @ @ o b 5 PIOMOLIE 34)H0sMYB. >

005L090, ,356dMs 3500l 53EHMMOL sHBMOm, HMIgELss §dob-
5 P9Mowol Godmwmaom®mo (Hobsbobgmd®mogo) gsbdat@GHgdgdo
5943L 9m @399m0, d39e0 SOMJIoL MMAMOG ,LsdYMZIEOL Qoa9ds
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Q5. J3MIM39 360560, HMIgwbo Imbgdom Go®msml obrmgd-
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5090 90935 o0, HMIYEL0-020 5FIGEIYOIE S EIVIMGOIP O
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39566ygmboe 0ym mwsEoms, bonwwm [Gadegul] oMo dgbogho
9035° 938 36 9d 52 d 9 9 @ 0 0ym, HEMIGEO NWBWMS VIS
30000035 1 50 v M 3 9 @ 0, EBMMZOE 0Ym, MM 5 0bowMb
dgoms oLMsgEolisms dwgbogMgdse LodOmma, boawm d gm M gL

¥ 8560095 3580 50, 5-12, 3. 167
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X @ 09O b s 0 g 0 gngeoo 39madm.“36

0) D3P MZOrIHO 060235305 3608 I3000L09BY39¢7005b:
KGADUUO. TEPITEUVOVTQ,

3O03M ©300bIYAHYZILO 3bLIZNMHIE00 SZHMHOGIHIL
$dobgoo 85090l 496939036905, MHMIolL bssBMgz0 d0BbE0sT0o
L5603 Im FoohbgMPS HMYMEE Gobss®LOL, olig ZMEOIOL Mgse-
LoBOHoLom. 0bEgMglo dobo 8OMTdolL MoGMEm0 3o dbsol do-
35O dwogMEgds 99-10 bo3mboH, bogrm dg-11 Lsm3wbgdo,
30gso9 BLgEMmbo 139305 O GMSIGIAL 1dwgbol dob mgmen-
™06 LEGOWU; 4MHO0MEOoL 3mFo0gdol (3560390 35Bo7gd0LS
Q5 399Mmbsmg359930L 3m896E0MYd0L MHMULSE BGLgwwmbio Logsbyg-
M@ 535H30gdL 4O Mgdsl Low3zmolidgdyzgurm SHBOMOL 3536
G906 wMa0MEH BMOIME0MHIOJOLS S WOGHIMIGHMOI Mo~
30U90M9dg0DY. BHOM3JOO FOORMEMD, (3boE0s, 56 FoMTmMowyg-
696 B¥GIw™ HOGHMM03ME Lol (0033, M38Ybs©s3 bod-
99 3m000gdmsb 2359436, HOGHMM03sE doewby 3608369cm35605),
565990 LHmMg obss®lol gsbdbsBOzmgws, wMds mgmeEmyo-
MOHO SHBOOL JoBHoMmIOWOIE© @, JNE0s6Md5d0, Tobo Lomzmol-
99GY390m  bGHOoEOL JobslosMYOWOsE §393w0b7d0b. TR JMO©
B3960 0b@gegliols Logsbos ol GogM sbogro mgmermyom®mo dg@s-
53mMob dggdbs, G0l gMm-gHmo 3nd3mbgb@os kdivupa.

»0o@WMBOL Fglobgd“ 4MmoamErol 3mdog0sdo Lomds®os Lsdo
Lobol GmdsBHg — bbgmemom, Bsmewmdom s spymdom: ,sdo dm-
05 9fiyol B396030L LoEYzsd [3m0Ls]: gMmo — BbgrEmoysb, dg-
M9 — 650 MdOLSYD, FgLsdg — 50EYMTOLIYD. 5350996 30M3]-
o 0330Lss, dmbs s 369090l ©J300NdIMGOEPO; Fgmeg —

% 856005 358031, 28, a3. 119.
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QOOLYS, 30RO s 36gBoMR6 sTbLBgWO, IdsEIdO-
Qb [5MLgdME0] ymzgero LEdM3gErol 3390090 (TdV TO ATd
YevEGE®G KAAvpa TEPLTERVOLGA) S Dgbs 3bmgmgdolisggb s8ygsbo;
dqLsdg 30 MLsTobEglios s MULHGs8gLo, ymgzgwo Jdbowgdols 890-
30900 3s¢39 999mJdgmb FoOloamdsw s sbas@M0dol Babs-
05MOO 5J99MH0 FMbMBOLS S IMmorsdgmdolsmgzol, dobgs-
5 GbmemE bediEl vy LM ghHmsE s8s0mEs s IgmMgE
899960L 8o ©ssgsls.

BOAOMYOME 35L55780 5@5F0sBOL 30GMZ9w, 969 FoboME Tm-
05LMb  Fg30MH0L30MHYOOLSL, BoErMdOLTOgMO bgersbsgro Fmds
2960L5BEO3MHAds MMAMOE KAALUPO TEPLTEUVOVSO (KAAVUHO Todwy®-
39w0’, meprépvouco ‘[Fobssd339mo’). ¢bs 00d35L, MHMI aMoym-
ol 359m3(3999e-000560369gd0 59 45800Jdol 5Mbs06 3mT9b-
AOML 56 MO390 O 3G BOBONH fgsOHMIGOL YOMYdYD. STSU-
056, HMamO 3 oo, meprréuvovca ms®madbowos bmedyg s6s fobo-
©5339000L 5036083690 1393050 A9®mdoboom
(gooon.circumcido [>circumcisio], g@Msby. circoncire [>circoncision],
obgen. circumcise [>circum-cision], 5599© HMYSI© ,dM339000L*
80655MLOL dJmbg LoGYz00. 3bsbmo M8abodg Mmotydsbo:

,»N 0€ [sc. yévwnow] fuepvn kal EAevBépa Koi AvTikr tabdv, Tav to
OO YEVECEMG KOADUPO TEPLTEUVOVOD, Kol 7PoOg TV Gve (onv
gmavayovoa-“ (Gr. Naz. Or. 40, 2)

terum [sc. nativitatis genus], diurnum et liberum, ac depellendarum
vitiosarum affectionum vim habens, omne quod a nativitate contractum
est, velamen amputans, et ad superam vitam nos revocans.“ (PG 36: 360
C-362 A)

,»la seconde [sc. naissance] a lieu au jour, elle est libre et elle dégage
des passions en Otant le voile qui nous enveloppe depuis que nous

7 Gr. Naz. Or. 40, 2, 3-6, Moreschini/Galley.
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sommes engendrés, et en nous ramenant vers la vie d’en haut.” (Mo-
reschini/ Galley 1990: 201)

,»but the second [sc. birth] is by day, and is destructive of passion,
cutting off all the veil that is derived from birth, and leading on to the
higher life.” (Schaff/ Wace 1894)

,» BTOpOE€ [poKIeHHe]| eCTh JeJ0 THS, OHO CBOOOIHO, MCTpelIsier
CTpacTu, 00pe3bIBaeT BCSKMUIA TIOKPOB, JIEKAMIUIA HA HAC OT POXKACHHE, U
BO3BOJMT K ropHeit sxu3Hu.* (I'puropuit borocnos 1912, 544)

MmamO3 3bgsgzm, FoMdmpagbowo 3odsdgdosb dbmemmo
O 06dobdos  ,fobswsggmol”  dglsdsdolbo  Gg@dobo
obpesanue (OMIYE03, w96 500boTbMU, Fobosworggmslmseb’ g-
05 BMPso© ‘V33900LsE" B0dBgL). 50b0dbr)Eo A5dMbomdge-
oL (kdhoppa meprtépvovca “LodMM3geol 3339000 LoGyge-
LoGY30m MMRA6OL gocgdg 30 bsEmdoo Fmdol aMoyMEOolg-
Mo 2obloBzMgdol LEMMwsE [amds d9vdegdgEos, MY
MHmamO3 9Mmo, 0l Igmeg BoEyss 3O0yMeol oge doBIbIodsem-
0I5 5MOL 259MmYygbgdeo 08 3:mbmEs30900l Qomzowolobg-
d0om, M3 MOMNMYE Jomysbl (dobws HaMowdo 5g43b. kaAvppa-l
(‘bodMEOZ39w0’) gLobgd B39 339 30356539m. Moi T9gbgds 4o-
9oL meprrépvovaa (‘F0bssd33900°), 0g0 3000gMmdOL BMMTss
bdbobs mepitépve  BsdmzsFdmo’, 933Mo’, ‘m3z3390Y’, Goboog-
(33907". 59905655 sOLgdomO Lobgeog meptropn| Hobssiggms’.

§0b5005(339000L 965 FBMEOM© bMO309e0, M8 bIEogHo
3939053 11339 939 5003500 EILGHVIMEIDS. FoQ9E0Ms©, [Hobol-
§o639By39wo 0969905 30635306 35653 dreolidoged fo-
Booggmaty (mepitépecte v oxAnpokapdiov VpGV) (096. 4,4).
3539 3m30dMwmsb Lodsmos bmdaogeo Fobswsiggool dbod-
3690035y s dmfimgdss berogho, JOobGgldogmo {obswo-
33905396, M55 3060306 ¥93530060YdS BN MdSL. 5dYbo,
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9065005339005 Fsbmob LoddMEIMS BX MOl MYo MO sElM¥)-
qd0LY. 5bLO3MPMYPdom F35x80Mm© U, SWdsM, 030mbYds J30L-
G™Mggddo HMBsgems (M. 2,25-29; 4,11-13) ©s 3msbigaoms
9005 (3. 2,11-12). 36sbmom @m0 3mb630g@ o 3sbogo:
»[09900939w0l, HMIIoE OXYL 45O, 2sblxol dmbgdomo
Hoboo3ggme], Moash 3063 296(3b5YdMWSE 9GO, 0L 30 5O o6-
ol 0vIY39w0o, s MMIgmog gobiboadmws sGOL, ol 3o 96
6ol 06505339009, 90539 0vg3g0s, 3063 BoOWWIE SMOL
[sLgmo], s §0bssE339ms 30 9MOL dugeols (mepttoun kapdiag),
bEollBoghHo s 561 BofigmoldogMmo (SLmbdogMo), MMIol Jgdss
90590560096 30 9055, 953900 ©IJMMOLOSYBss“ (BMI. 2,27-29).
»[0d396, JM0LE0569805] Fsbmsb [LE. JHOLEHGLMSE] ghmo fobs-
50330090  (mepleTunnte)  bgaroddbgemo  fobowsgzgoom
(meprropdi dyepomor|t®) bLbgryenoliogsb bomiEol dmdm®mgdom, §Mol-
A9L30gmo Fobsws(339000m, Fobmsb [Ls. JOOLEILMB] Mebowsg3-
@WEgdds  BsnEmdOLLL, MHMIGEh ghHmsEsEg sLLgdom...
@mw. 2,11-12). 53096006 JOHobEG0sbolsmzol Lwawogmo §obo-
5339005 bgds 39G98MmMs 650@mdOL fYswmdom meboaymero-
@0 356309M9d30L IMFMGgO0Ls s LE0gHo obsbergdols (Loob-
A90gbms, GMI pombyo dosfidobogeo 3me. 2,11-0b ‘bmeEy
0560360l HMAMOS ,3OEMS Fo0 32EOZMoLS ).

5060250, 3M0gmol 3aduGdo, Losg bsmemdoo dgmeg dm-
05 39BLODBWZMHME0S HMYMEF ,ELOLS, 530LRBIWO S 36gdsMs-
396 @sdbLBgOo, BIEIO0EIL [5MLGdMEo] ymgzggwo LsdmM3Y-
@ob 93390 s Bgbs 3bM3MABOLEZID 53943060, ndv TO dmd
YEVEGEMG KAAVLLUO TEPLTEUVOVGA GO0 39BHOIBMOWIO 3odmbom-
d35905, GMIgwoi 8093sMMYds, oMM, 2 JmG. 3,16-0bL
neprarpeicton 0 kGAvppo-b (,LsdMZgEOl FdsM(335” 0D,
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MHmIgedos F993sm0Ggd0L bowrgs 0geolbdgds uwolzgb dod-
(3930L 8909350), 3me. 2,11-12-0l meprropn| dyeyponointoc-b (,bgew-
0g8bgwo {obssggms”, H™Igalbsg bEogmo EHE3900L yo-
2995 593U, JOoLEHIMB 9HMS®) S GMI. 2,29-0L TEprTopn Kapdiog
&v mvebpott-U (ool §oboswoiggoms Lyyarom, s 9o d49335¢0wy-
65Q). 5699 4MH03M0o 0GBl MO LogmzgeMomE 3bMdOE LoboMg-
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For the Tropology of the Veil of Truth in Christian Thought
Key Words: Tropology, Darkness, Veil, Curtain,

With respect to philosophical and theological thought, in this article tropol-
ogy is understood as the unity of tropes (symbols, similes, metaphors, etc.),
images, charged with a clearly defined meaning and connotation when used to
render a certain worldview. To this extent it has the value of a term. Tropology
also refers to a sense which a word acquires when used as a trope in a particular
system of worldview.

The article deals with symbols signifying the veil of truth in Christian
thought: okdtog (darkness), kédAvppa (veil), Toapanétacua, Katoanétoouo (cur-
tain, veil) and other related terms. I will discuss these symbols with respect to
their origin, interrelations and tropological interpretations. I will also dwell on
the development of their meaning and their function in the works of such prom-
inent authors of the Eastern Christian world as Gregory of Nazianzus on the one
hand, who is among the Church Fathers credited with the creation of Christian
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theological language and loane Petritsi on the other hand, who represents a
trend in medieval thought directed towards the new epoch.

Naturally, the Christian tropology of the Veil of Truth is based on the Holy
Scripture — texts from the New Testament which fill the stories, expressions and
symbols of the Old Testament with a new meaning. While each of the terms —
Darkness, Veil and Curtain— has tropology of its own, they are interrelated and
may even substitute one another. The analysis of their tropology shows that
their original symbolic meaning would gradually become metaphorized and
allegorized.

Yxo6tog (Darkness), which is the opposite of God, i.e. the light of Truth, and
is allowed by God Himself for some purpose, acquires an allegorical sense of
man’s departure from God; later it signifies the inability of human mind to per-
ceive God and lastly, the inability to understand theological nuances. Thus,
from denoting God’s revelation of the truth to men owing to the incarnation of
the Word of God, i.e. the possibility for a man to understand the truth by the
grace of God, the emphasis is shifted to the importance of personal, intellectual
efforts and faculties of mind for the enlightenment of men.

Kéroppa (Veil), which was the symbol of concealing from ordinary mortals
the truth inaccessible to them, transforms into a metaphor of concealedness of
the truth from a man who is not converted to God. It also acquires an additional
sense of sinfulness, the liberation from which is a pre-requisite to seeing the
truth. Gregory of Nazianzus offers the following tropological innovation: he
associates the metaphorical interpretation of veil in 2 Cor. 3,16 (neplopeicOon
10 kdAvppa) with the likewise metaphorical understanding of circumcision in
Col.2,11-12 (meprroun dyeponointog) and Rom. 2,2 (meprro—un Kopdiog
vrvedpatt) and creates a new metaphor for re-birth through baptism — kévppo
nmeprrépvovoa (“circumsizer of the veil”), which signifies purification from the
innate carnal vice, shedding the light of the truth by means of spiritual birth
through baptism. It is likewise remarkable that George the Hagiorite’s Georgian
version of the New Testament evidently reflects the reputed patristic interpreta-
tions.

As concerns the mopométacpa (curtain, veil), which used to be the symbol
of the veil covering the sacral truth, it becomes a metaphor (and even a tech-
nical term) for figurative expressions in general.
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