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32 Manass. Hist.
3 Prodrom. L.
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3 Prodrom. I. 5-10.

% Tzetz. Hist. 11. 24-25.

3 Philip. Sol Diopt9-264.

3 Sonny 1894: 602-3; Gautier 1966: 159-164; Karpozilos 2004: 671-677; Kapnolniog
2009: 72-74 s Lbg.
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%% Schminck 2001: 190-196; Kaldellis 2012: 652-664; Jeffreys 2014: 77-96 s bbg.
% Phil. Sol Diopt.12-13.
40 Philip. Sol. Diopt. 224.
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pndeic pov katapéupntal, Undels pe HuKTNEion

41 Philip. Sol Diopt. 224.
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4 Phil. Sol Diopt. 224.
43 Beaton 1986: 110-133.
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4 Psell. Gramm.
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8 Jeffreys 1974: 176-177.
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0 Jeffreys 1981, 116.
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Popularity of vernacular vocabulary, style and metric form in poetry at
the Comnenian Court maybe is the best illustration of how innovations were
not only accepted, but also appreciated and encouraged by Byzantine aris-
tocracy. The authors using vernacular vocabulary and grammar, did not
belong to the upper nobility, but wrote for the highest members of the aris-
tocracy.

As vernacular vocabulary was being introduced into literature, metrical
structure was changing. The distinction between long and short syllables on
which ancient meters had been based, disappeared from everyday speech
from before the foundation of Constantinople. And after centuries of gen-
eral decadence there appeared only one striking experiment — so called po-
litical verse/ moAitikdg otiyog — which succeeded so magnificently that it
produced a popular form still alive today. The first samples with this fif-
teenth-syllable tonic metrical structure are known in Byzantine poetry be-
ginning from the tenth century.

Like the vernacular idiom, political verse was ambiguously received in
literary circles. Despite the fact that, many poets (Planudes, Eustathios of
Thessalonike, Tzetzes and others) refuse to acknowledge it as a legitimate.
Members of the Comnenian aristocracy, in contrast, evidently found the
fifteenth syllable meter quite attractive and poets complained that their no-
ble customers expected his poems to be written in political verse.



