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bmgMo®g ©om@GHodsl ,0MdgbL“ (coprv, 201 d), mydm dg@os,
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30bstmbo (Paus. IX 22, 3). 563039960 fysmmgdo sbobgegdgb dolsb Joangdl,
GM3WYdoE OOl 353030g0Mwbo  0943bgb  Ledg™dbgmdo. hgzgbmgol
360005 3:m9@ s JMMd Jocoms bmibgdo (Pomeroy S. B., 1985).
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of Pausanias’s concepts of Common versus Celestial Love, where Sap-
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1% Ide 2002.
" Lesky 1971.
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Ivane javakhishvili Tbilisi State University, Georgia

Diotima's “Philosophy of Love” and Sappho's Poetry
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I have tried to show that the "Theory of Eroticism" that Socrates develops in
The Symposium, wherein he proclaims "wise" Diotima as his teacher, connects
to the images from Sappho’s poetic world. To illustrate this, I examined three,
in my opinion, main issue and showed that: I. Plato not only was familiar with
Sappho’s works, but also acknowledged the Mytilenean poetess as ‘wise’ and,
most importantly, even called her his “tenth muse”; II. Sappho’s and Diotima’s
understanding of Eros’s divine power is identical; III. The central doctrine of
The Symposium — the doctrine of divine beauty (koAoxdyaBic), which Diotima
(or her symbolic image) was proving employing her philosophical logic — was
inspired by Sappho’s wisdom expressed through her poetic images.
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