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5§dymdan gbm3zmyd Jomo HoMdmaznagds. MmammE 015350037
33983b6mdL, 0go oym §3obs Jomon, JyMmydo, xomdsto o
yemxysmo 3mmbgondo, sbams 30 0obsdgmm3zg Lodgmdbyoda
xmm3sennmo g3b-aemxusmo, Myommodsdo 30 Mognmo osbob-
anobos. Ladmemme dgndmgds nod3sl, Mmd 8gwgsl bafms@nzn
9Mog3sMmo  3mmogymo  Godob boMmo@nzns. 2 Moy dggbgds
090090L, MmgmMi dombmmogmb, 0go a333mabgos 9.§. ,3mLE-
Mmsds&nmon BadubBob dsEomgdmoc” (Postdramatic Text Bearer),
39Mxzmmdgmol  LMymos Foblb3s3gonm  Gndo. ¢ v3335Mn
0ga@ Moy gdLb3gmndgb@n 33emol 53dal godmdgdol 3o3-
dofb doynMmadgmonsb, nbgsg MmamMmz doyngdmob n3n3o3dnmlb
0oLmSb.  FoynMmadaalgsd gmosb oMo gdmeonm  MgadEosl
dmbIAgboby, oModgE LCV35BMBY6, MMA 356 nbEgmad&smMy-
Mo gonsbmmb LE)bnsb dmymmoamo o Asbf3gl godmay-
ol sMbL s EMognBaL.

23 309L0d0 3mLEG3MEIMboLEYMO JbogENINLs s 0ge@msamymo &3gdbnznl
8358mygbgoals dgbsbgd ob. Rapti 2005, 85.
24 Barnett 2008, 18.
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6530, sbmgLL s d78cga BnoEM370L. Jomals s dofob Londom-
m0gol 8gcgs 970camddni 08gmMgdl, s8xgMmoe d30aMmadmMsb

25 bBY3s ,008590" BadbB80 MeBybx My 33b300gds. Taxidou 2005, 132.
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Mo3sc Aozomos Jomms bdol smombgdmosby ammodgmadymado,
LogsE AamEm 3539006 BAS nLONL. MVBsTgEMM3] Jogno s3GmMMalb
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26 Taxidou 2005, 145.
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27 sognamolbdms, Mm8 85d73700L Bsszmo 3Mgmbo &yMmdnb ,a3mMmEsisnsl”
0yg690L. mEmMm3omoms 05653300506 ghoo gL GyMmdobo 8LAJ6YmNL
05658730MM3gMOd0 3oaY3505L gaLsbMmgd..
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28 Taxidou 2005, 140.
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29 Taxidou 2005, 140.
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In Medea (Eur. Med. 423-426), the chorus of women laments the
scarcity of the female voice in literature and, more broadly, the silence
imposed upon women in the ancient world. This lament finds a reso-
nant echo in feminist reinterpretations of the classical tradition that
emerged within the third wave of feminism in the 1990s. Taking the
analysis of gender roles as a primary point in their reception of ancient
texts, these authors foreground an abundance of dynamic female pro-
tagonists who drive the action, while emphasizing their intellectual ca-
pacities—above all, their intelligence and acuity. Most importantly, the
female voice has emerged in its full force and authority. Indeed, nu-
merous works position a woman not merely as a principal narrator, but
often as the sole narrative authority.

The aim of this article is to examine the woman as narrator in Me-
dea by Olga Taxidou. Reworking the plot of Euripides’ tragedy through
narration rather than dramatic action, Taxidou’s play may be said to
grant Medea the role of primary narrator (the Nurse/Cleaner is given
only a brief part). Accordingly, events are presented through Medea’s
own prism.

The article will consider:

(a) how the author employs an eclectic postmodern narrative style
to construct a new type of performer—the so-called “postdramatic
text-bearer” (a term coined by David Barnett)—who functions more as
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a carrier of text than as a traditional dramatis persona; (b) the nature
of this performer’s relationship with the audience, and the forms of
reflexivity that constitute a central aesthetic principle for third-wave
feminist authors; (c) the specific emphases with which Medea presents
the so-called “women’s issues” of Euripides’ tragedy; (d) the ways in
which the Colchian heroine positions herself simultaneously as the
mythic Medea and as a former queen living in contemporary Greece;
(e) which problems of the modern world are articulated through her
depiction as an “outsider”; (f) to what extent, and in what respects,
Taxidou’s heroine corresponds to the female figures of classical myth
as re-envisioned by third-wave feminist interpreters.

The conclusions of this article will be of interest both to scholars
concerned with feminist receptions of the classical tradition and with
revisionist interpretations of ancient texts, and more broadly to re-
searchers engaged in the contemporary reworking of the Medea figure.



